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young officers you had been pleased to send me,
with the few seamen I had, and as many volun-
teers as I could muster from the militia. I did not
shrink from this responsibility but, Sir, at that
very moment I surely did not anticipate the receipt
of a letter in every line of which is an insult."
Most fortunately Perry's request for transfer could
not be granted until after the battle of Lake Erie
had been fought and won. The Secretary an-
swered in tones of mild rebuke: "A change of
commander under existing circumstances, is equally
inadmissible as it respects the interest of the serv-
ice and your own reputation. It is right that you
should reap the harvest which you have sown/*

Perry's indignation seems excusable. He had
shown a cheerful willingness to shoulder the whole
load and his anxieties had been greater than his
superiors appeared to realize. Captain Barclay,
who commanded the British naval force on Lake
Erie and who had been hovering* off Erie while the
American ships were waiting for men, might readily
have sent his boats in at night and destroyed the
entire squadron. Perry had not enough sailors to
defend his ships, and the regiment of Pennsyl-
vania militia stationed at Erie to guard the naval
base refused to do duty on shipboard after dark